
 Welcome to the Oakwood Academy newsletter, the first 
newsletter we have published since the start of the Covid 
Pandemic almost two years ago. I want to thank you for all of 
your continued support for the school in what has been two 
very turbulent years both in education and for the community, 
nation and world in general.  
 
In September we spoke to all students about our relaunch: 
relaunch of all of the great things that have been missing from 
our school community since the pandemic began. This 
newsletter is testament to the relaunch we have made together, 
and the incredible engagement from all students to participate 
in extracurricular activities, school leadership, the pledge 
system, trips and visits, sports fixtures and plenty more.  
 
In September we also launched our OAKWOOD Student 
reward systems to emphasise the importance and reward 
students for being On Time, for Achieving Highly, for being 
Kind, for Working Hard, for being Organised, for being 
Opportunistic and for following the school principles of DRIVE 
(being democratic, responsible, independent, for valuing others' 
beliefs and for demonstrating equality).  
 
It's great to see so many of our students demonstrating these 
traits day in day out and being successful Oakwood Students. 
Please continue to support the school by talking to your 
children about these traits and value the rewards they earn at 
school - we want our students to be proud of their success! 
 
Finally, as we move closer to Christmas, I want to wish you all 
a great break and a happy new year. I look forward to seeing 
our wonderful students again in January.  

In this edition: 
 

 Remembrance Day 
 

 Newark Civil War Trip 
 

 Sixth Form Cake Sale 
 

 Art Workshop 
 

 Year 11 Awards Evening 

 

 Grease Montage 

 

 Post 16 News 

 

 Student Leadership 
 

 University Session 
 

 Sports News 
 

 The Oakwood Calendar 
 

The Oakwood Academy pays 
tribute to the brave men and 
women who gave their lives in 
times of conflict for 
Remembrance Day.  

The Oakwood Academy is proud to 
present an evening of 
entertainment and showcase some 
of our hugely talented students. 
Join us for a nostalgic journey into 
the era of rock ‘n’ roll and high 
school romance.  
See page 4 for our montage. 



On 15th November, Year 8 students had the opportunity to visit the National Civil War centre in 
Newark. Newark was very important during the English Civil War, and the museum brought the 
experience to life with interactive displays and even a little bit of acting as The Court putting King 
Charles on trial in 1649. 
The main exhibition told us about Newark in the Civil War, including lots of artefacts recovered 
from all over England, as well as giving the students the chance to dress up as a Cavalier or 
Roundhead and investigate galleries about the gory medicine and surgery at that time. The 
students also worked with museum curators in specialised sessions. We took on the role of Civil 
War soldiers, training in musketeering and pike drills, ending in a battle to test our training. 
All students were a credit to the school, showcasing their knowledge from their history lessons 
and taking part in the activities with enthusiasm and maturity. It was a really enjoyable and 
educational day and we hope to return with further visits. 

Congratulations to the Health 
and Social Care Sixth Form 
students who managed to raise 
£50 today in their cake sale for 
Children in Need!  
 
Outstanding work and for such a 
worthy cause. Well done! 



On Thursday 25th November our Year 10 GCSE Art students were given the fantastic opportunity 
to work with external artist, Gail Knight. Gail is a highly talented watercolour artist, printmaker 
and art tutor and provided our students with an inspiring workshop, where they were able to 
explore the techniques of monoprinting and stencil printing. Our enthusiastic students produced 
some amazing prints connected to our coursework theme of 'Natural Forms' in both black and 
white and layered coloured inks. The students, staff involved and Gail herself all had a brilliant 
day and found the workshop interesting, fun and challenging! Our students can't wait to see how 
effective the prints look in their portfolios!   

A new award was presented in recognition of the service to school 
from Mr David Hallam, our guest speaker on the evening and long-
standing member of the community, parent, staff member, 
Governor, Chair or Governors and Vice Chair of Governors. The 
academy would like to thank David for his decades of service and felt 
that this lasting award would be a fitting way to mark his legacy. The 
first recipient of this award was Lilli-Anna who's own five years of 
fantastic service to Oakwood was recognised via this award.  
 
Kian was our All-round Achiever from the class of 2021, achieving 
straight grade 9's across all of his subject, an outstanding 
achievement. 



The Oakwood Academy was extremely proud to have showcased an absolutely outstanding 
performance of Grease. The whole show was a testament of the sheer array of talent that our 
students have and the dedication they have shown in the field of Expressive Arts. The audience 
was absolutely blown away with the utter enthusiasm and vibrancy of all performers that 
created a truly electrifying performance that generated an intensely positive atmosphere. 
Special thank yous were given to all students and staff that have worked incredibly hard on this 
performance and to the audience that attended. A fantastic time was had by all!  
 



It has been a very busy but exciting start to the academic year in the Post 16 Centre for Health 
Related Studies.  
In September, we welcomed 16 new Year 12 students and we saw the first intake for our Level 3 
BTEC National Diploma in Sport. It has been a pleasure to see the students settle so well and we 
are delighted that they have been able to join us as part of our vertical tutoring system and 
support lessons with students lower down the school as part of their enrichment.  
Our Health and Social Care students have enjoyed their first term in placements in local primary 
schools, care homes, nursery's and The City Hospital and have gained a wealth of experience in 
healthcare settings.  
We are delighted that 11 out of 11 students in Year 13 have all applied to University to study a 
variety of occupations in the Health and Social Care Sector. We wish them all the very best with 
their applications and look forward to seeing where the next stop in their journey takes them.  

On the day, students experienced watching Head 
of Performance,  taking their Elite athletes through 
a strength and conditioning session, experienced a 
specialised workout session with Head of 
Performance, toured around the sports facilities 
and watched a Men's XI Football match vs 
Loughborough University. The day was a great 
success and gave the students a feel to how 
university life outside the lecture room would feel 
like. They also could see what areas they might 
like to go into when applying for further 
education.   

On Wednesday 8th December students on our BTEC Level 3 Sports course were invited to 
Nottingham Trent University for a sports experience.  



This month we welcomed a representative from the University of Nottingham into school to 
speak to a group of year 11 students about university life. They enjoyed an interactive 
session looking at the worries they might have about university as well as understanding 
information about student finance, budgeting, accommodation and the application process. 
Students were able to gain a real insight into what it might be like to live and study more 
independently when they get older. 

The highlight of the session included a live ‘Q&A’ link up with a current university student 
who is in her fourth year of a Medicine degree. The students asked some excellent, 
thoughtful questions about degree choice, study hours, getting a part time job as well as 
finding out about clubs, societies and the sports on offer.  

They certainly found out a lot of useful information about her 
university experience! 

It was great to see the students engaging so positively in the 
session, they were a real credit to the academy. We hope that 
the session has also helped them to see the opportunities that 
they could aspire to in the future and that they keep aiming high! 

At The Oakwood Academy, we recognise the potential in all of our students, and as future 

leaders, we offer a range of opportunities and roles for students to become involved in leading 

others, influencing practice and embedding change. 

Involvement in leadership activities can improve students’ learning as well as helping them to 

develop the skills and traits needed for success outside of the classroom. 

School Captains for 2021 - 2022 

We were delighted to appoint Mercedes and Sophie, Year 13 and Vice School Captains Max and 
Brogan, Year 12, all of whom show exceptional qualities, attributes and skills that made them 
successful applicants.  

    

Mercedes Sophie Max Brogan 



The PE Departments at The Oakwood Academy are proud  to award students who have shown 
outstanding achievement in and around our subject. We now have a notice board that presents 
who PE staff have nominated from each Year group. Success criteria is below:  

 

 Attitude to learning  
 Willing to help and support staff and peers in lesson  
 Representing the school (Period 6 extra curriculum)   
 Effort in lessons   
 Positive behaviour   
 
Last terms nominated students were:  

 
 

2020/21 saw our first ever Athlete of The Year award. The four students who were awarded with 
Sports ties and an England Football shirt as prizes showed fantastic attitude to learning, 
commitment, leadership and became role models for our department.  

Year 7  

Half Term 1: Abigail (R1) and Caleb (C5)  Half Term 2: Luca (A4) and Oliwia (R8)  
  

Year 8  

Half Term 1: Eleanor (V6) and Logan (R4) Half Term 2: Tiernan (V8) and Caitlin (C2)  
  

Year 9  

Half Term 1: Rebecca (A6) and James (V10) Half Term 2: Lucas (A3) and Rebecca (R8)  
  

Year 10  

Half Term 1: Ellie (A7)  and Michael (V2)  Half Term 2: Claudia (V3) and Omarian (C2)  
  

Year 11  

Half Term 1: Jessie (V4) and Bradley (V3)  Half Term 2: Tyler (C5) and Keira (R2)  

    

Chloe (R) Aiden (V) Zion (A) Rylan (R5) 



Week 1 

Tuesday 4th January ..................................... School re-opens 

 .....................................................................  

 

Week 2 

Monday 10th January ................................... Year 11 Assertive mentoring 

 ..................................................................... DT House Event 

 ..................................................................... Year 10/11 Handball Cluster Event 

Tuesday 11h January ................................... Horrible Histories Trip (tbc) 

 

Week 1 

Wednesday 19th January ............................. House Council Meeting 

 

Week 2 

Monday 24th January ................................... Year 12 and 13 Midwifery Talk (tbc) 

 ..................................................................... PE House Event this week 

Tuesday 25th January ................................... School Council Meeting 

 

Week 1 

Monday 31st January ................................... Year 8 Exams 

 ..................................................................... Year 10/11 Badminton Cluster Event (tbc) 

Wednesday 2nd February ............................. Year 7 Review Day School closes at 2pm 

 ..................................................................... English Theatre Visit (tbc) 

Thursday 3rd February  ................................ Year 11 English Visit to Poetry Live 

 

Week 2 

Monday 7th February ................................... Year 8 Reading Tests 

 ..................................................................... Year 11 Assertive Mentoring 

 ..................................................................... ICT House Event 

Tuesday 8th February ................................... Year 9 Places of Worship Visit 

Thursday 10th February  .............................. EPA Theatre Visit 

Friday 11th February  ................................... End of Term 


