
 As we come to the end of another busy term, we can all begin 
to look forward to Easter and the Summer Term with 
optimism. As always, I'd like to thank you for working with the 
school and supporting us in our drive to raise standards.   
 
The Summer term brings not only lighter evenings but also the 
start of a busy period of time for our older students who, for 
the first time in three years, will be sitting their final GCSE 
examinations beginning in May. In addition, our Year 10 
students will be sitting their mock exams which will allow us to 
judge their progress on their GCSE qualifications so far. Good 
luck to all of those students in both Years 10 and 11 and a huge 
thank you in advance for supporting them throughout this 
hugely important, but often stressful period of time.  
 
We are having a drive to improve our communication systems 
and have recently begun using School Comms, an app-based 
portal where you can keep track of various bits of information 
about your child. If you haven't done so already, please 
register for this excellent platform by following the 
information on our website.  
 
For September 2022 we will also begin using a platform called 
Class Charts, replacing Satchel One and Show My Homework. 
Class Charts will be a platform for you to monitor homework, 
achievement and rewards and also sanctions given to your 
child. We will share more information later on in the Summer 
Term.   
 
Please remember you can keep in touch with what is 
happening at Oakwood by following the school twitter account 
- @TOA_Notts .  
  
Have a great break,  

Mr A Gilbert 

Headteacher 
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Congratulations to all Staff and 
students at The Oakwood Academy 
who managed to raise over £640 
for Red Nose Day on 18/03/22. 
Well done to everyone who took 
part. See page 5 for more details 



On 10th February, Year 11 drama students visited the Nottingham Theatre Royal to watch The 
Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time. The mystery drama focuses on the protagonists 
journey as he aims to find out who killed Wellington - his neighbours dog! The students really 
enjoyed the performance and will now focus on writing a review of the show for their Live 
Theatre Review. All were fantastically behaved and a credit to the school.   

On Wednesday 2nd February, 3 excited members of staff and 41 students set off to escape into 
the magical world of Narnia (via the Theatre Royal!)  We were incredibly lucky to experience a 
fantastic matinee performance of Lewis Carol's - 'The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe' where the 
Pevensie children are evacuated from the horrors of the war, only to enter and enchanted world of 
Aslan the lion, Mr Tumnus, the forest animals and to save them from the evil White Witch. A 
brilliant performance, staging, special effects and superb puppeteering were enjoyed by all.  



On World Book Day, we enjoyed a fantastic evening celebrating with staff, students and parents. 
Lots of certificates were handed out recognising achievement in reading, writing, and storytelling, 
and the first ever Nicky Rafferty Award for Literacy was presented to Holly in Year 7. Roll on next 
year! 
 
#worldbookday 
#readingwins 
#storytelling 
#reading for pleasure 
#literacyprogress 

Pictured here are the winners (Evie, A6, Ryan, V2 and Caiaro A6) to the Creative Writing 
Competition who were asked to write a fantasy story about a mythological creature. Evie, (A6) 
said ‘I really enjoyed this because it gives me a chance to express my creative writing skills and 
explore the fantasy world of myths and legends’. Well done to all participants in this event, we 
are so proud of your creativity. 



On the 15th March, 41 pupils from Year 7 and 8 were able to partake in a variety of workshop on the 
places of worship trip. This was a fascinating insight into how different faiths and cultures celebrate 
their beliefs and ideals together. The students learnt about the core differences and similarities 
between several cultures and religions and represented the school excellently and were fantastic 
during the faith trail.  
 
Holly and Sebastian in Year 7 said ‘We both really enjoy RE and the trip was absolutely awesome. The 
Mosque was really good and I liked the architecture. The Sikh curry was delicious and I loved the 
spice. The trip was fun and gave us a wonderful new experience of other cultures and beliefs.’ 

‘We really enjoyed the support our team showed even 
when we didn’t know each other that well. There was a 
lot a friendly competition and we all won even if we lost. 
We met lots of amazing people in our team, for example 
Logan, Harry and Wiktor. It was so much fun and there 
was lots of laughter. We hope to do something similar in 
the future and meet more amazing people.’ 
Phoebie, Evie and Ellie 



At The Oakwood Academy, we like to celebrate Red Nose day in style!  We always enjoy raising 
money for charity anyway, so Red Nose Day gives us another great excuse to get giving! This year 
we decided to go for a non-uniform day for a pound contribution towards Red Nose day. Students 
were also given House Points for every item they wore that was red!  



We are creating a database of the educational journeys and careers paths of former Oakwood 

students.  We would like to find out what you have left school to go on to do, so that we can 

share this with our current Students, Staff and Parents.  If you are a former student and would 

like to join our Alumni, please visit: www.oakwoodacademy.org.uk/alumni. 



The Oakwood Academy is extremely proud to announce that Chloe 
(R7)  has managed to secure a placement with the England 
Lionesses pathway program. Chloe, who currently plays for Notts 
County Women’s Club said “I’ve always loved football and being 
selected for the Lionesses has got to be one of the proudest 
moments of my life. All my hard work and perseverance has paid 
off, if you have the right mind set and attitude, you can achieve 
anything!”  
 
We would like to pass on our congratulations to her. We may have 
a future England player from The Oakwood Academy! 

In March our luck continued when we took some students to a Boccia event and came 2nd!. 
Again, all students involved were amazing and we couldn’t have done it without the support of 
Mrs Cumberbatch. We also had an amazing performance from our Year 10 girls netball team 
who won 8-2 against PVA. The woman of the match, Dior, R2, showed strong leadership skills as 
well as determination to win and excellent demonstration of skills.   
 
As well as all these fixtures, the PE department have been extremely impressed with 
the number of students showing up to extra-curricular clubs after school. Most nights we have 
had at least 20+ students attending some sort of club, including our GCSE students that are 
working on their trampolining every Thursday.   
 
We look forward to seeing more and more students get involved when the sun comes out this 
Summer, with not just Barcelona to look forward to but also many other trips, events and of 
course SPORTS DAY!  

This term in PE we have had a vast amount of students 
showing their dedication and enthusiasm towards sport 
through extra-curricular clubs and fixtures. Since January 
2022 we have had 16 fixtures consisting of all ages and 
abilities as well as over 70 students that attend clubs after 
school on a weekly basis.   
We had a great start to the new year with our regional 
cross-country event, which took place on the Saturday 
5th February. We took our star students Lucrezia, A5 (Year 
10), Rebecca, R8 (Year 9) and Ava-May, R3 (Year 8) who 
had recently qualified from a previous cross-country 
event.   



Summer Term Key Dates - 

Monday 25th April - Y10 Mock Examinations - two weeks 

Wednesday 27th April - Y11 Commendation Evening 

Monday 2nd May - School closed for May Day 

Wednesday 11th May - Y8 Parents' Evening 

Monday 16th May - Y11 GCSE Examinations begin 

Friday 27th May - Break up for May half term holiday (return on Monday 6th June) 

Tuesday 7th June – Y10 Parents' Evening 

Friday 17th June – Year 11 Leavers Day (note that exams are still taking place until Thursday 

23rd June) 

Thursday 23rd and Friday 24th June – INSET day – school closed to all students (except Y11 

undertaking final examination) 

Monday 4th July – Y10 Week Experience Week 

Friday 8th July – Y11 Prom 

Tuesday 12th July – Y7 Parents' Evening 

Thursday 14th July – Y8 Review Day – School closes at 2pm to all students 

Monday 25th July – Sports Day 

Wednesday 27th July – Break up for the Summer Holidays 

To commemorate the Platinum Jubilee of Her Majesty the Queen, the 
House Competition for Food is to design a cake to celebrate the 
Queen’s Jubilee. Students only have to draw the cake, not actually 
make it. All Entrants to Ms Eames for May 6th 2022. 
 

Think big. Think Royal! 


