
 

 

 

 

   You might be thinking “Who is this harry potter girl and what is she doing speaking at UN?” 

Evidence: Rhetorical question 

and direct address, 

appropriate humour – 

personal relationship, likability  

Point: anyone can use their voice to amplify 

messages they stand for, their role or cause 

of popularity does not restrict their 

capabilities. 
Explain: these devices have 

been used to engage and 

involve the audience in her 

speech 

Keyword: verb- might predicting, getting into heads 

putting into her shoes, better informed than the 

audience makes her more trustworthy and the 

audience will listen to her 

Audience: empowered inspired, promote and raise 

awareness of her campaign will persuade the 

audience to spread awareness to others  

In her persuasive speech scouting people who are willing to stand up for equal rights, Emma Watson successfully 

includes a variety of language devices to appeal and engage to the audience and to therefore influence their 

opinions on her and consequently, on the campaign. This is elucidated in the exclamation “You might be thinking 

“Who is this harry potter girl and what is she doing speaking at UN?” where Watson immediately begins the 

statement by directly addressing the audience with the pronoun ’you’, productively engaging the spectators in her 

speech, unconsciously grabbing their attention and putting emphasis on her next words. The rhetorical question 

blends appropriate humor to strengthen her likability with the serious message she is attempting to communicate 

to the audience which is that no one is restricted to one role and anyone can use their voice to amplify a significant 

message. Additionally, the verb might has connotations of probability and presumption exemplifying how Watson 

is predicting what the audience is thinking to get into their heads and putting herself in their position as if to 

demonstrate her authority in a likeable manner. By appearing more informed and trustworthy her likelihood of 

persuasion is increasing as well her agreeability. Contextually, her position in the infamous Harry Potter series as 

Hermione Granger and other notable roles such as Belle in the live action adaptation of Beauty and the Beast, 

might appoint Watson as immature or unqualified due to the childlike nature of her roles and much of the 

listeners only acknowledging the actress side of her, however in this speech Watson disproves this stereotype and 

exemplifies her sophistication and passion for gender equality. This speech should be deemed empowering and 

influential to the audience not only from her precise use of language but also the impactful delivery and vital 

message. Likewise to how she is using her platform gained from the popularity of being an actress in an 

astoundingly famous film series, she is encouraging others to promote and spread awareness of the blatant sexism 

and gender inequality present in society. 

 


