
How can you make decisions? 

Thinking about decision-making as a process can help you work 

through stages to come to a conclusion you can be happy with. 

Have a look at the five steps below and see what you think: 

Making use of these steps can help you to look at the decisions 

you are making in different ways. Giving yourself time to think, 

research and talk to others is very important if you are to feel  

confident in the decisions you are making. Go for it! 

Meeting Oakwood’s Alumni: 

Completing a Degree Apprenticeship with Boots 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term we were lucky enough to get chance to connect with ex-student 

Inés who completed A Levels at Redhill Academy Sixth Form before 

starting a Degree Apprenticeship with Boots where she is currently   

working as a Supply Chain Assistant.  

Inés  commented that she studied A Levels at The Redhill Academy but 

that her current role actually has nothing to do with this! She said that. ‘It 

just goes to prove that you don’t have to have that, so don’t think that’s 

going to limit you. If you can just put the effort into it you can do it!’ 

We also talked about how she has recently achieved a First Class     

Honours Degree from Sheffield Hallam as part of her apprenticeship. I 

asked whether she felt the apprenticeship had helped her achieve this 

high grade and she commented that. ‘Yes, 100%! In my degree all the 

assignments were knowledge of work so I would have to research about 

my organisation. And I have learnt more about my job role quicker than if 

I just worked. So by doing that I’ve applied my academic studies at work 

too… I have built knowledge on both sides.’ 

I also asked whether Inés has any student debt and she replied, ’No, 

nothing, Boots paid it all!’ 

A big thank you to Inés for taking time out of her busy schedule, we hope 

you have enjoyed hearing her story. You can find out more about Boots 

here too - https://www.boots.jobs/graduates-and-early-careers/

First half term of 2021 done! And for some of you, we are approaching some really important decisions in 

the  coming months, whether it is year 8 options, year 11 college or sixth form applications or decisions about 

which university you are selecting as your ‘firm’ or ‘insurance’… Do you feel ready? Need a few ideas or   

pointers on how to make well-informed choices? I have decided to revisit some of the items I included last 

year to help you think it through... I hope you find it useful! 
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 Thinking about your wants and needs 

Taking some time to think about your own 

preferences is important, as well as what you 

are seeking to achieve - What are your 

strengths? What do you enjoy?  

 Find out the facts 

Researching ideas can help you to reach a 

decision - What can you find out? Does the 

course / subject have topics that appeal to 

you? How is it assessed? 

 Take it a step further 

Carrying your research into the future can 

help too - If you choose a particular subject, 

where could it lead? What might come next? 

Are there any careers you want to look at to 

see if you have chosen the right pathway? 

 Use your network 

Talking through ideas with others can help 

you to see things clearly - Who is in your 

network? Who knows you well? Who has the 

information you might need? Who can you 

approach at school? 

 Weigh things up 

After thinking, researching and talking to  

others, give yourself time to sit and bring it 

altogether - consider a ‘pros’ and ‘cons’ list. 

Think carefully about both sides and see if it 

helps you reach a conclusion. 

https://www.boots.jobs/graduates-and-early-careers/apprenticeships/


Oakwood Careers Newsletter: November 2021 

Nottingham University come to Oakwood! 

Last term we were able to welcome Sinead from Nottingham           

University’s ‘Nottingham Ambition’ Team to work with Y11 in exploring 

what it is like to live and study at university. Students were able to 

explore types of accommodation, student finance/  budgeting as well 

as all the clubs and societies that they could get involved in.  

The session also linked up remotely with a 4th Year Medical student 

who was able to answer questions and offer a great insight into what 

university life is like. 

Year 11 engaged positively with the experience, a number reflecting 

that they are excited at the idea of being a university student when 

they are older. One student commented that, ‘The Q&A part of the day 

helped me understand in more depth about life at uni.’ 

We hope to continue our look at all sorts of pathways this year! 

Email: h.morris@oakwoodacademy.org.uk  Twitter: @hallparkcareers 

 

 “It always seems impossible, until it is done!” 
 

Nelson Mandela 
 

Spotlight on Qualifications - What do the 

different levels mean? 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Qualifications in England are put into different levels. At     

secondary school, you study for GCSEs which are ‘level 2’ 

qualifications. Achieving 5 GCSEs at grade 4 or above will also 

allow you to unlock ‘level 3’ studies, which are usually A Level 

or Level 3 BTEC courses which you can study in the Sixth 

Form or at college. 

But do you know how many more levels there are? Studying at 

each level, and doing well allows you to access the level 

above. But how high can you go? Studying at a high level  

allows you demonstrate a wide range of knowledge and skills, 

as well as opening the door to high level careers... 

Have a look at the table below,  

Websites to help you research... 

Making Choices 

Oakwood careers page - There are some links and tools on this page 

that can help you compare careers and look at skills. It also links to our 

Twitter feed which also has regular updates that might help 

BBC Bitesize - It has a careers section which can offer out useful ad-

vice. Just remember that options can differ from school to school, so 

double check with the information you have from Hall Park 

Success at School - Helps you to explore career zones 

UCAS - This site will help you explore university subjects 

Informed Choices - This helps you to see the connection between 

subject choices (at A Level) and university degree choices 

Visualising Ideas 

icould.com - Full of careers advice and video interviews  

Wow Show - The emphasis on this site is to show you what the world of 

work is like. Useful when trying to visualise! 

Uni4me - A site full of activities from universities. Some of these are age 

restricted, but there are also lots to help you visualise what university 

would be like. Try searching for campus tours, interviews or video clips 

Nine to five with Stacey Dooley - A BBC TV series following young   

people into different areas of work. Could be worth a watch! 

8 
Doctorate (PhD) University 

7 
Masters degree 

 

University 

6 
Honours degree 

Degree Apprenticeship 

University 

Workplace / University 

5 
Foundation degree 

Higher National Diploma (HND) 

University / College 

College 

4 
Higher National Certificate (HNC) 

Higher Apprenticeship 

College 

Workplace / College / Uni 

3 
A Levels 

BTEC Level 3 courses 

Sixth Form / College 

Sixth Form / College 

2 
GCSE grades 4 to 9 

BTEC Level 2 Diploma 

School 

School 

1 
GCSE grades 3, 2 & 1 

BTEC Level 1 Award 

School 

School 

http://www.oakwoodacademy.org.uk/student-careers
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/careers
https://successatschool.org/careerzones
https://www.ucas.com/explore/subjects
https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/
https://icould.com/
https://www.thewowshow.org/
https://uni4me.co.uk/activities/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/p06zhf9j/the-nine-to-five-with-stacey-dooley

