
 It has been great to return to normality this year and see 
students enjoying the many fantastic things we offer outside of 
the classroom.   
 

We have held a wealth of trips, visits and residential 
experiences, as well as great experience days such as the Jubilee 
celebrations, PRIDE day, the Arts Summer Showcase and the 
ever-popular school Sports Day! 
 

We have celebrated success with many of our students through 
all of our rewards processes including lesson postcards, 
Headteacher breakfasts and also larger scale rewards trips to the 
bowling alley and of course the end of year Alton Towers trip.   
 

The OAKWOOD Student characteristics feature heavily in our 
everyday practise and conversations with students, and it is 
great to see them demonstrating them day in day out. We will 
be focussing even more on this next year and the addition of 
Class Charts to improve home-school communication will allow 
you to keep track on how your child is performing day in day out 
at Oakwood.  
 

We do hope that you have a safe, relaxing and enjoyable 
summer break and we look forward to having a full school again 
in September, when we will continue to strive for excellence for 
all of our students.  
 
Thank you 
 

Mr A Gilbert 
Headteacher 
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Staff and students at The Oakwood 
Academy celebrated Pride Day on 
Friday 1st July with a special non-
uniform day with all funds raised 
going to Notts LGBTQ+ network. 
 See page 3 for more details 

Arts & Design Summer Showcase  
 

The Arts and Design faculty hosted an 
evening of entertainment to finish off the 
year, celebrating the work of many of our 
talented students. The Art and Design 
work from all Years were also displayed 
for staff, students and parents to enjoy. 
We even enjoyed a BBQ and ice lolly in 
the sunshine!  



A fantastic taster day for some of our Year 10’s last week at the @UniofNottingham. Giving them 
lots of insight into University life and the subjects on offer. Students experienced a day in the life 
of a University student to give them an understanding of further education.  

 

“I loved the Psychology lesson, it gave me an idea of what it’s like to come to University” Alice 

 

“I really enjoyed the day at University, it gave me an interesting perspective of what it’s like to be 
a student here and appreciation of al the courses available to study.” Hermionne 

We had a fantastic Bhangra drumming workshop led by #HitDhol for our Year 10 GCSE Music 
students. The rhythms and sounds created were electric and celebrated cultural diversity amongst 
staff and students. 

 

“It was absolutely amazing and brought everyone together.” Precious 

 

“It was a lot of fun and we learnt the culture behind Dhol drumming.” Estera 

 

“It was wonderful and fun as we got to experience different traditions and instruments.” Zeina 
 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/HitDhol?src=hashtag_click


The Oakwood Academy celebrated the Queen's Platinum Jubilee with a selection of activities. 
Students were given special commemorative badges and invited to take part in an online Jubilee 
themed quiz. To mark this special occasion, students from the gardening club helped plant an oak 
tree to symbolise the growth of our school. We will also be planting a time capsule for future 
generations to look at to understand more about our age. Students also took part in fun lunch time 
which included fantastic musical performances by some of our students. All in all, it was an 
outstanding day and one which we will all remember for a very long time.  

On Friday 1st July we celebrated the end of pride month with our very own Pride Day in school 
to celebrate diversity and inclusion. The day was a colourful celebration with non uniform, a 
cake sale, LGBTQIA karaoke and music in the canteen. All money raised was donated to the 
Notts LGBTQ+ network which helps support young people within Nottinghamshire. A 
wonderful day which demonstrated the inclusivity and support within our school community.  



Stakeholder voice at The Oakwood Academy is hugely important to us and we have carried out a 
number of informative surveys to help us continue on our journey of improvement. The surveys for 
students, parents and staff are to ensure that everyone has a voice and can contribute positively to the 
school community. There are so many positives, I would like to take this opportunity to share them 
with you. 

Parents have said: 

“As parents we can completely say we are happy with our choice in Oakwood Academy for our 
daughters, Not only are they happy but totally supported by teachers in all areas.” (Year 9 parent) 

“Keep doing what you're doing, you're all amazing thank you!” (Parent of SEND student) 

“Thank you for being supportive and encouraging my daughters in their learning journey.” (Year 10 
parent.” 

“School does respond quickly to any problems raised and also provide feedback when child is doing 
well, which is appreciated.” (Year 10 parent) 

Another area that parents commented on favourably was on the progress of their child. They believe 
their children are happy at school; make good progress and feel supported. 

Students also completed a survey and their views have been shared through House assemblies. Many 
students commented that teachers help them to do their best in lessons; teachers give them work that 
is challenging and that teachers listen to what they have to say. They also said that teachers encourage 
them to treat everyone fairly and with respect. While these responses are pleasing and we are proud 
of our achievements so far, we recognise that we are on a journey and there are still areas that we 
want to improve. 

Students said that the school does the following: 

“I think school deal with issues that worry students really well as they always provide us with support.” 

“In lessons the teachers explain what we have to do really well.” 

“We get support in classes to try our best.” 

“Raising awareness on certain topics in assemblies - mental health, bullying, peer pressure.” 

We ensure that we have a robust system in place if bullying occurs. Although not all of the details 
happening ‘in the background’ are shared; it is not always appropriate to do so. We do act on concerns 
raised and try to resolve situations as they arise. We have recruited a large, proactive and experienced 
house support team to ensure potential problems are dealt with effectively. Students should speak to 
their tutor or another trusted adult if they are worried about something. 

We continue to make sure there is a high staff presence around the site at all times to facilitate calm 
and orderly lesson transitions and movement around the school. We are striving to ensure that any 
barriers to Teaching and Learning are removed so that your child receives quality first teaching.  



This is a collective responsibility and it is vital that as educators, parents and students we all play an 
active role in ensuring we maintain high standards of behaviour, manners and attitude. 

To ensure the school site meets the needs of all, we are carrying out some work in our outside areas 
over the summer to ensure students feel that they can enjoy their break and lunch times calmly and 
peacefully. We are looking forward to taking suggestions about how different areas of the school 
site could be used for future student enjoyment next year. 

This year we have celebrated numerous students’ achievements. Going into next academic year, we 
will continue to celebrate and reward positive behaviours characterised by the ‘Oakwood student.’ 
This year, students who have demonstrated these qualities have been rewarded with post-cards, 
certificates, reward trips bowling, Alton Towers, breakfast with Mr Gilbert, pizza parties – the list 
goes on. We will continue to incentivise positive behaviours and to ensure as many students 
contribute to our school community as possible. Attendance is an area that we are focussing on 
closely and students will receive rewards for good attendance. More details on this will follow in the 
autumn term. 

The Co-Curricular offer is an area that many students and parents felt was a strength from the 
surveys. We currently have over twenty-six clubs available and on offer to your child. These include 
homework club, basketball, creative writing club, use of the gym, music, and maths clinic - to name 
but a few! We are currently in the process of reviewing our offer and updating it for the autumn 
term. Once the Co-curricular provision is confirmed, we will share it with you. We strongly 
recommend that you encourage your child to take up the opportunities that are on offer. The more 
students put in to their time at The Oakwood Academy, the more they will get out. We want to 
promote not just academic achievement but developing as the whole person. Taking on 
responsibility, being part of a team and making new friends through the Co-Curricular offer is 
fantastic way to do this! It’s also worth remembering that staff give up their own time to do this and 
the majority of clubs are free of charge. 

Uniform and equipment can be expensive and we appreciate that the vast majority of students 
wear their uniform with pride and come to lessons fully equipped. We are looking at ways that we 
can remove barriers to enable all students to access their learning and be a part of The Oakwood 
community. You will receive more details about this so please check the website for regular 
updates. 

Regular communication with parents is vital and we recognise that we have improvements to make. 
The website will be updated regularly with key information and letters, so please check there. We 
also publish updates on twitter @TOA_Notts for more information. Text messages home are also a 
way that we communicate with you. Please make sure your contact details are correct and up to 
date to ensure you don’t miss any vital messages. In the autumn term, we will also look to 
communicate with you via ‘Class Charts.’ This is available as an app and we will share with you a 
user guide, this app will also help to improve communication between parents and the academy. 
More details will follow. As ever, if you have any concerns or questions your child’s form tutor is 
your first point of contact. 

Thank you for your contributions to the surveys, without your input we cannot continue to improve. 
The surveys will continue next year for all stakeholders and continue to provide us with valuable 
information. As a collective community, we strive for excellence. 



We are sad to say goodbye to our Year 11 students and we wish them the best of luck as they 

make the next step in their journey. 



It was an absolutely glorious day with the sun beating down 
on us and allowing us to finish off the year with a celebratory 
Sports Day.  
 

The students showed great determination in the heat to 
perform to the best of their ability. 
 

 First Place = Animus 
 Second Place = Robus 
 Third Place = Certus 
 Fourth Place = Virtus 



Key Dates - 

Monday 5th September - School opens for all students; Y7/11 @ 8.45am, Y8/9/10 @9.45am 

Monday 19th September - Animus House Awards Evening 

Tuesday 20th September - Certus House Awards Evening 

Wednesday 21st September - Robus House Awards Evening 

 

Thursday 22nd September - Virtus House Awards Evening 

 

Wednesday 28th September - Year 7 and 9 Photos 

 

Thursday 29th and Friday 30th September - INSET Days—School closed to all students 

 

Thursday 6th October - Redhill Post 16 Open Evening 

 

Tuesday 11th October - Year 7 Welcome Evening 

 

Wednesday 12th October - Year 11 Revision Evening 

On the 21st July, Miss Stacey took some of 
our GCSE Art Student to the Natural 
History Museum at Wollaton Hall. The 
students had a great day taking photos 
and creating artwork from the displays.   

‘I really liked looking at the different 
birds and drawing them as I love the 
details in their feathers and form.’  
Kaitlen Year 10 Art Student 


