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The Oakwood Academy 
 

SEN Newsletter 
 

Welcome from Mr Johnson 

The Easter holidays arrive at the end of a busy term for the whole 
school, including the SEN team, and – of course – our pupils with SEN. 
We’ve been busy offering revision sessions and support for SEN 
students who are preparing for their GCSEs. Members of the team 
will be available to support SEN pupils who are coming in for Easter 
School over the holidays. 

We have now completed our assessments for access arrangements 
on the upcoming GCSE exams, with some students being allowed 
supervised rest breaks, and a very few – based on need – being given 
access to a reader, amanuensis, or additional time.  

Thank you to those parents and carers who met with or spoke to a 
member of the team on 10th March for our second termly SEN 
parents evening. We try to speak to the parents and carers of all of 
our SEN pupils every term to assess their progress, address any 
barriers to learning, and consider any changes in support that may be 
needed. 

 

Prince’s Trust Qualifications 

Some of our SEN students in Year 10 are pursuing a qualification new to 
Oakwood: a Prince’s Trust Qualification in personal development and 
employability skills. 

Our students are completing modules on: 

 Managing Money, where they learn about banking services, 
understand how deductions are made from earnings, and 
understand the importance of money management as a life skill. 

 Digital Skills, including keeping safe online, using digital tools to 

research and collate information, and identifying the digital skills 

needed for different careers. 

 

Upcoming Event 

Thursday, 23rd June 

SEN parents evening (TBC) 

 

The SEN Team 

 
Mr Johnson, SENCo 

 
Mrs Cumberpatch, 

Head of Learning Support 

SEN teaching assistants: 

 Ms Byron 

 Ms Charles 

 Mr Giles 

 Ms Turner 
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Autism Awareness Week 

The week beginning 28th March was Autism Awareness Week.  

Mr Johnson led House assemblies last week, informing each of our four 

Houses about the traits of Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and the 

challenges that youngsters with ASD experience in schools. Oakwood 

students were asked to show kindness and understanding towards the 

approximately 5% of their classmates who have a diagnosis of Autism. 

All staff at the Oakwood Academy have had training in Autism this year, 

with further training in how ASD affects behaviour being planned. 

In addition, specialist teachers from Nottingham City Council have been 

supporting some of our pupils with Autism, and are planning training for 

Oakwood Staff on ‘Looking Behind the Behaviour of Autistic Children’. 

 

Vacancies 

At present, we have two vacancies for teaching assistants in our SEN 

team. We are looking for people, regardless of experience, who are  

flexible, have a desire to work with young people, and have a calm and 

authoritative manner. 

Teaching assistants offer classroom, individual and administrative 

support. They plan and deliver small group, one-to-one tutoring, and 

catch-up programmes. In addition, our TAs support classroom teachers 

in their work in ensuring that students with special education needs 

make good progress and participate in lessons. 

If you know anyone who is interested in this type of work, please 

encourage them to apply, details are on the Oakwood Academy’s 

website. We are also willing to consider candidates who would like to 

pursue an apprenticeship in being a teaching assistant. 

 

 

 

ASD Challenges 

• Social communication, 

e.g. interpreting people’s 

facial expressions or tone 

of voice 

• Social Interaction, e.g. 

understanding other 

people’s thoughts and 

feelings 

• Rigidity of thinking, e.g. 

needing to keep a strict 

routine and not coping 

well with change 

• Sensory issues, e.g. being 

hypersensitive to sound or 

touch 

• Executive function, e.g. 

organisational skills 

• All of these can cause 

significant anxiety 

 

      

“If you've met one 

individual with autism, 

you've met one individual 

with autism” 


