
Imagine you and 99 other people are in  a Biosphere on the Planet 

Mars. 

 

No-one from Earth can get to rescue you for the next 8 months at 

least, although it could take far longer as they need to prepare for the 

mission. Maybe even up to 2 years.  

 

THE GOOD NEWS = the biosphere can produce food and recycles all 

waste for you. It could keep all of you alive as long as you are not 

wasteful. You will need to maintain / look after the machines that 

do this. There is also terra forming equipment (see Key words) 

 

THE CHALLENGE = The group of 100 of you all realise that there 

needs to be a set of rules which everyone can live by to make sure 

the group survive. Design the government or society which will help 

the people survive... 

 

MORE GOOD NEWS = the 100 people all have skills and expertise 

which could help you to survive, however this will not work if the 

wrong kind of society is created with the wrong type of government.   

 

Key words… 

 

 Biosphere = a place where people can live that can sustain 

their life if they look after it. 

Mars = Mars is the fourth planet from the Sun and the second-

smallest planet in the Solar System, being larger than only 

Mercury. 

 Terra forming equipment = equipment to enable the rest of 

the planet to have an atmosphere and therefore breathe and 

grow crops.  

 Society = people living together in communities 

 Government = how to rule a society – how it is governed – 

who makes the laws etc… 



Starter thinking & drawing... 

 

What does a perfect society or community look like – draw it and be ready to explain 

your drawing. 

For example what are the people doing and how are they treating each other? 



Decision 1 = How will the 100 

run the society in the 

Biosphere? 

 

a) Democracy 

b) Dictatorship 

c) Monarchy 

d) Oligarchy 

e) Other!!!??? 

 

We will have a ____________ 

as our government. We have 

chosen this type of 

government because... 

 

Another reason for choosing 

this type of government is... 
d) Oligarchy is a form of power structure in which power is 

with a small number of people. These people may be in 

charge because they are the richest, more educated or a 

certain culture. In Rwanda in the 1980s to 90s the country was 

ruled by one small tribe over a bigger tribe. This led to distrust 

and hatred and the murder of thousands of people because 

the government was unfair and unjust.  

c) Monarchy is a form of power structure in which power is in 

the hands of one family and the King or Queen is born into 

power. Monarchies usually have power over the people such 

as France in the 1700s. In France at that time because the 

Monarchy (Royal Family) had such total power, the people felt 

undervalued and became angry. In 1789 there was a violent 

revolution because the monarchy was a failure and French 

society was unfair.   

b) Dictatorship is a form of power structure in which power is 

in the hands of ONE person dictating the rules and laws to 

everyone. That person has huge power over everyone and will 

need force and control to run the society often leading to 

people’s deaths if they choose to go against the dictator. An 
example of this was Nazi Germany ruled by Hitler. He used 

force and fear to rule, and caused the deaths of millions of 

people and the destruction of Germany in World War Two.  

a) Democracy is a form of power structure in which power is 

in the hands of the people. They vote for the rules, laws and 

decision makers therefore choosing how their society is run. 

There are several types of democracy for example in Ancient 

Athens the citizens would vote on issues in their market place. 

People therefore agree to follow rules even if they did not win 

a vote. People therefore feel more a part of society. Across our 

world people have campaigned for more democracy in their 

countries.  

Draw a picture of each type of government / society in each box 

a) Democracy 

b) Dictatorship 

c) Monarchy 

d) Oligarchy 



POINTS = Decision 1 = How will 

the 100 run the society in the 

Biosphere? 

 

a) Democracy = 25 points 

b) Dictatorship = -25 points 

c) Monarchy = -25 points 

d) Oligarchy = - 20 points 

e) Other!!!??? Your teacher can 

judge any of your own ideas – 

for example a constitutional 

monarchy?  

 
Oligarchy is a form of power structure in which power is with 

a small number of people. These people may be in charge 

because they are the richest, more educated or a certain 

culture. In Rwanda in the 1980s to 90s the country was ruled 

by one small tribe over a bigger tribe. This led to distrust and 

hatred and the murder of thousands of people because the 

government was unfair and unjust.  

c) Monarchy is a form of power structure in which power is in 

the hands of one family and the King or Queen is born into 

power. Monarchies usually have power over the people such 

as France in the 1700s. In France at that time because the 

Monarchy (Royal Family) had such total power, the people felt 

undervalued and became angry. In 1789 there was a violent 

revolution because the monarchy was a failure and French 

society was unfair.   

b) Dictatorship is a form of power structure in which power is 

in the hands of ONE person dictating the rules and laws to 

everyone. That person has huge power over everyone and will 

need force and control to run the society often leading to 

people’s deaths if they choose to go against the dictator. An 
example of this was Nazi Germany ruled by Hitler. He used 

force and fear to rule, and caused the deaths of millions of 

people and the destruction of Germany in World War Two.  

a) Democracy is a form of power structure in which power is 

in the hands of the people. They vote for the rules, laws and 

decision makers therefore choosing how their society is run. 

There are several types of democracy for example in Ancient 

Athens the citizens would vote on issues in their market place. 

People therefore agree to follow rules even if they did not win 

a vote. People therefore feel more a part of society. Across our 

world people have campaigned for more democracy in their 

countries.  



Decision 2 = Your biosphere 

has to be a democracy to 

survive. What will that look 

like? How will it work? 

 

Choose from the 5 options... 

 

1. Referendums at key times 

on everything – no 

decision maker 

2. Choose representatives 

who form a government 

to make the rules 

3. Everyone can have a say 

whenever they want  

4. Allow a Party system of 

democracy 

 

5. Design your own system 

for the Biosphere and 

explain it to your 

teacher... 

 

4. Allow a Party system of democracy. Set up 2 or 

more political Parties or groups who have different 

ideas and get them to compete in elections. The 

Parties will set ideas up which people then vote for – 

rather than voting for individuals. Can you see any 

problems with this?  

3. Everyone can have a say whenever they want. At 

any point people can go to the main hall of the 

Biosphere and state their opinion, stop working or 

discussing and state their views. Each individual can 

decide whether to follow the rules or not or to add a 

new rule. How does this idea sound to you?   

2. Choose representatives who form a government to 

make the rules. The people will have ELECTIONS to 

vote for the council or parliament who will make the 

laws for the Biosphere. The rules of the elections will 

be fair and clear and this should mean less voting and 

more time to do more such as terraforming.  

1. Referendums at key times on everything – no 

decision maker – your society agrees that for every 

major decision there will be a vote by all of the 

people. There will be clear rules about debating the 

vote and how votes are made – these will be done in 

secret to protect voters. (You could discuss why?) Lots 

of votes do take up time though.  

We have chosen 

option ___ as our 

type of democracy.  

 

We have chosen 

this because... 

 

We have also 

chosen this 

because... 

5. Design your own system for the Biosphere and 

explain it to your teacher. This could combine parts of 

the above – you might want to pick the best parts of 

all of them? 



Decision 2 = Your biosphere 

has to be a democracy to 

survive. What will that look 

like? How will it work? 

 

Choose from the 5 options... 

 

1. Referendums at key times 

on everything – no 

decision maker = 0 points 

2. Choose representatives 

who form a government 

to make the rules = 15 

points 

3. Everyone can have a say 

whenever they want = -20 

points 

4. Allow a Party system of 

democracy = 5 points 

 

5. Design your own system 

for the Biosphere and 

explain it to your teacher 

= depends on what your 

teacher says!!! 

 

4. Allow a Party system of democracy. Set up 2 or 

more political Parties or groups who have different 

ideas and get them to compete in elections. The 

Parties will set ideas up which people then vote for – 

rather than voting for individuals. Can you see any 

problems with this?  

3. Everyone can have a say whenever they want. At 

any point people can go to the main hall of the 

Biosphere and state their opinion, stop working or 

discussing and state their views. Each individual can 

decide whether to follow the rules or not or to add a 

new rule. How does this idea sound to you?   

2. Choose representatives who form a government to 

make the rules. The people will have ELECTIONS to 

vote for the council or parliament who will make the 

laws for the Biosphere. The rules of the elections will 

be fair and clear and this should mean less voting and 

more time to do more such as terraforming.  

1. Referendums at key times on everything – no 

decision maker – your society agrees that for every 

major decision there will be a vote by all of the 

people. There will be clear rules about debating the 

vote and how votes are made – these will be done in 

secret to protect voters. (You could discuss why?) Lots 

of votes do take up time though.  

We have chosen 

option ___ as our 

type of democracy.  

 

We have chosen 

this because... 

 

We have also 

chosen this 

because... 

5. Design your own system for the Biosphere and 

explain it to your teacher. This could combine parts of 

the above – you might want to pick the best parts of 

all of them? 



Decision 3 = Design a Bill of Rights for your Biosphere. This will outline 

the most important 10 rights for the 100 people.  

 

These should mostly be Rights to do or have something (POSITIVE) e.g. 

The Right to Free Speech. Some will be NEGATIVE Rights – e.g. NOT to 

harm anyone.   

 

Discuss in your group what Rights are important and complete your 

Bill of Rights Scroll.  

You can watch and discuss this short video on Human Rights 



Decision 3 = Design a Bill of Rights for your Biosphere. This will outline 

the most important 10 rights for the 100 people.  

 

These should mostly be Rights to do or have something (POSITIVE) e.g. 

The Right to Free Speech. Some will be NEGATIVE Rights – e.g. NOT to 

harm anyone.   

 

Discuss in your group what Rights are important and complete your 

Bill of Rights Scroll.  

Now be ready to explain the Rights you 

have chosen to include in the Biosphere 

for “the 100”.  
 

Why have you included them? 

How will they help everyone to 

survive? 

Are all the Rights going to help create 

a really positive society? How?  
 

Explain this to your group... 



It’s now time to get Creative…  
 

In your groups or pairs you now need to create a diagram to show your bisosphere and how it will be 

organised and run.  

 

You should definitely draw the biosphere and draw diagrams to show how the government will work 

and how society will look. Remember you are trying to design the perfect society. You can even show 

how your society will grow and possibly be so successful that you will be able to use the terra forming 

equipment together. You can even think of language – how will people speak to each other.  

It’s now time to get Creative…  
POSSIBLE THINGS TO INCLUDE… 

You can draw the 

Biosphere  

Add drawings of 

important parts of the 

Biosphere such as 

where voting 

happens? 

Draw a diagram 

showing how your 

democracy works  

Add your Bill of Rights 

(stick your scroll onto 

the edge of it)  

Draw people with 

speech bubbles 

showing how they talk 

to each other 

List the kinds of food 

the 100 people will 

have. 

What entertainment 

will there be? Who 

for?  

People working – what 

will they be doing – 

how? 

Free time – what does 

it look like – the 

freedoms they have  

What will people 

wear? (Why might 

that be important?) 


