
You may think you can’t live without your Smartphone, Lego, 
Playstation or TV, but what about the inventions that came 

before them? Humans have been innovating and inventing 

since the dawn of time to get us to where we are today. What 

do you think the top 10 inventions ever have been (try to think 

beyond / before your lifetime) 

Hi Year 5 

 

To start your thinking today I’d like you to think of an object 
/ thing you or your family own which is essential in your life 

and makes life er… …liveable; and then think of an item 
which you have which makes life enjoyable. I’ll share my 

thoughts on this in a moment – but think first and discuss 

with a partner. Then share your ideas with your teacher. 

 

Maybe your teacher can send me the best explained ideas 

which you express. 

 

Mr Luckhurst (The Oakwood Academy)  

One item which is essential in my 

family’s / my life is… 

One reason for this is that… 

 

An item which makes life enjoyable 

for me or my family is… 

I have chosen this object because… 



Step 1 = Can you identify the inventions here? 

Choose the most important 3 in your opinion… 



Step 2 = Can you identify the inventions here? 

Choose the most important 3 in your opinion. 

 

Did you spot the following… 

Wheel 
First personal 

computer 
Car Money 

Spectacles / 

glasses 
Umbrella Aeroplane Steel 

Bicycle Ovens Ships / sails Shoes 

Pen Telephone Printing Press Houses 

Step 3 = Can you 

match the year to 

the invention?… 

1976 1885 1903 1876 

1454 

Europe 

1888 but 

older 

13th 

century 
2450BC 

10-15,000 

years ago 
1817 

1600 to 

1200BC 
3500BC 

700BC 1800BC 

1490AD? 

Or 

2000BC 

3400BC 



Wheel 3500BC 

 

First personal computer 1976 

 

Car 1885 

 

Money 700BC 

 

Spectacles / glasses 13th century Umbrella 2450BC 

 

Aeroplane 1903 

 

Steel 1800BC 

 

Bicycle 1817 

 

Ovens 1490AD? 

Or 2000BC 

Ships / sails 3400BC 

 

Shoes 1600 to 1200BC 

Pen 1888 but older 

 

Telephone 1876 

 

Printing Press 1454 Europe 

 

Houses 10-15,000 years ago 

 



Timeline of the objects BC before Christ AD – Anno Domini 

1AD 

Step 4 = Can you plot the 

inventions on the 

timeline?… 

2021

AD 4000

BC 



Timeline of the objects BC before Christ AD – Anno Domini 

1AD 

Step 4 = Can you plot the 

inventions on the 

timeline?… 

2021

AD 4000

BC 

Way older!!! 



Step 5 = Your next step is to make a challenging 

decision.  

There were 16 objects / inventions; work in pairs 

or groups (your teacher will tell you) to decide on 4 

which are less important and take them off the 

list!!! 

1 Delete 

2 Delete 

3 Delete 

12 Delete 

Did it improve 

lives? 

Did it make 

life easier? 

Did it help us 

communicate 

better? 

Did it make us 

live longer? 

Did it 

entertain us? 

Did it help 

people to be 

happier? 

Did it help 

trade / the 

economy? 

Did it improve 

our learning? 

Has the 

invention 

developed? 



Step 7 = Make your final decisions about the order 

of the top 12. If you want to re-think your top 3 

based on my criteria please do.  

 

Then send your ideas to me – or your teacher can 

Thank you & take care...  

1 5 9 Delete 

2 6 10 Delete 

3 7 11 Delete 

4 8 12 Delete 

Did it improve 

lives? 

Did it make 

life easier? 

Did it help us 

communicate 

better? 

Did it make us 

live longer? 

Did it 

entertain us? 

Did it help 

people to be 

happier? 

Did it help 

trade / the 

economy? 

Did it improve 

our learning? 

Has the 

invention 

developed? 

Dear Mr Luckhurst 

Here are our final decisions about the top 12 

inventions... 

Yours sincerely 

______________ & _________________.  



EXTENDED THINKING – OPTIONAL = What do you think could be 

the most important invention in the next 50-100 years for the 

human race? 

Eco friendly plastic 

disintegrator? 
Flying cars? 

? ? 

? 
Hydrogen fuel cell 

cars? 

? 


