
Wheel 3500BC 

 

The ancient Mesopotamian 

people are widely believed to 

have invented the wheel around 

4200–4000 BC, It is likely to have 

also been invented, 

independently in China, around 

2800 BC. Think about the many 

uses and developments of the 

wheel – not just in transport but in 

all sorts of machinery. Imagine a 

world without the wheel – could 

we have progressed any further as 

the human race? 

First personal computer 1976 

 

The Apple Computer 1, originally 

released as the Apple 

Computer and known later as 

the Apple I, or Apple-1, is a 

desktop computer released by 

the Apple Computer Company 

(now Apple Inc.) in 1976. 

 

Today we take computers for 

granted as they do so much for us 

– our mobile phones, tablets and 

laptops as well as aeroplanes and 

cars. Is this the most important 

invention? Has it led to change 

that we cannot go back from? 

Have they made our lives easier? 

Car 1885 

 

The year 1886 is regarded as the 

birth year of the modern car when 

German inventor Karl Benz 

patented his Benz Patent-

Motorwagen. Cars became widely 

available in the early 20th century. 

There are billions of cars in the 

world – they have brought 

freedom and huge change in our 

societies. They allow us freedom 

of movement that our great 

grandparents could only dream of. 

But at what cost? Important but 

deadly? Where will this invention 

go next? Hydrogen fuel cells? 

Electric? 

Money 700BC 

 

No one knows for sure who 

first invented such money, but 

historians believe metal objects 

were first used as money as early 

as 5,000 B.C. Around 700 B.C., the 

Lydians became the first Western 

culture to make coins.  

 

Money has been really important 

for us to organise and structure 

our societies. Without it we would 

have to swap things which means 

it would be difficult to progress. 

There may be greedy people in 

the world but is money to blame 

for that? 

Spectacles / glasses 13th century 

 

The first wearable glasses known 

to history appeared in Italy during 

the 13th century. Primitive glass-

blown lenses were set into 

wooden or leather frames (or 

occasionally, frames made from 

animal horn) and then held before 

the face or perched on the nose. 

 

Think of the millions of people 

who have benefitted form this 

invention and its development.  

Umbrella 2450BC 

 

The basic umbrella was 

probably invented by the Chinese 

over 4,000 years ago. But 

evidence of their use can be seen 

in ancient art and artifacts of the 

same period in Egypt and Greece 

as well. The first umbrellas were 

designed to provide shade from 

the sun. However in China there 

are very rainy regions where 

without the umbrella for workers 

to use in rice fields to grow food, 

there may have been fewer 

opportunities to invent other 

things – have a think about that 

one? 

 

Aeroplane 1903 

 

The Wright brothers invented and 

flew the first airplane in 1903, 

recognized as "the first sustained 
and controlled heavier-than-air 

powered flight".  

 

Think about the huge impact the 

aeroplane has had on our world in 

times of war and of peace. It 

transports some surprising things 

making your \amazon deliveries 

possible!!! Maybe more 

importantly it has helped the 

movement of people for vacations 

and permanent migration.  

Steel 1800BC 

 

The Chinese of the Warring States 

period (403–221 BC) had quench-

hardened steel, while Chinese of 

the Han dynasty (202 BC – AD 

220) created steel by melting 

together wrought iron with cast 

iron, thus producing a carbon-

intermediate steel by 

the 1st century AD. There may 

have even been steel invented in 

some parts of the Middle east 

1000 years before that. Imagine a 

world without steel – the lack of 

ships, vehicles, skyscrapers and 

other structures. Steel has helped 

push lots of industries forward.  



Bicycle 1817 

 

German Inventor Karl von Drais is 

credited with developing the 

first bicycle. His machine, known as 

the "swiftwalker," hit the road 

in 1817. This early bicycle had no 

pedals, and its frame was a wooden 

beam. The device had two wooden 

wheels with iron rims and leather-

covered tyres. 

 

The bicycle might be a surprising 

inclusion here. It changed people’s 
lives dramatically. Before the car it 

gave people a cheap form of 

transport – it also upset a lot of 

Blacksmith’s in the 1800s – why? 

Ovens 1490AD? 

Or 2000BC 

 

The earliest ovens were found in 

Central Europe, and date back to 

29,000 BC. They were roasting and 

boiling pits inside yurts used to cook 

mammoth. In Ukraine from 20,000 

BC they used pits with hot coals 

covered in ashes. The food was 

wrapped in leaves and set on top, 

then covered with earth. However, 

these weren’t really the first proper 
ovens. The first fully designed ovens 

at about 2000 BC were used to cook 

food, but also to heat and produce 

metals. This helped human progress – 

how? 

Ships / sails 3400BC 

 

The first sailing ships probably came 

from what we call Australasia. They 

were developed and soon human 

beings were able to move faster and 

move more things across the Oceans 

(including people)  

 

Trade, commerce and migration have 

all been helped by this and ships have 

helped to build and stop big empires. 

They were also used in things like the 

slave trade in the 1700s – but does 

that make the invention more or less 

important? 

Shoes 1600 to 1200BC 

 

The earliest known shoes are 

sagebrush bark sandals dating from 

approximately 7000 or 8000 BC, 

found in the Fort Rock Cave in the US 

state of Oregon in 1938. 

 

However the first proper shoes as we 

would recognise them were made in 

what we call the Middle East with 

purpose made soles and sides to hold 

our feet, not just protect the bottom 

of our feet. 

 

Imagine a world – or your life without 

shoes – then we might not think this 

so trivial.  

Pen 1888 but older 

 

Pens have of course been around in 

different forms for centuries – ask 

your teacher what a Quill was!!! The 

first mass used pen was the ballpoint 

pen. This made writing more 

accessible to more people, therefore 

broadening education significantly.  

The first patent for a ballpoint pen 

was issued on 30 October 1888 

to John J. Loud, who was attempting 

to make a writing instrument that 

would be able to write "on rough 

surfaces — such as wood, coarse 
wrapping-paper, and other articles“ 

which fountain pens could not. Loud's 

pen had a small rotating steel ball, 

held in place by a socket.  

 

Telephone 1876 

 

Let’s think about the original 
telephone – what a breakthrough. 

Have you heard people say that some 

things make the world seem smaller; 

well, that could be said of the 

telephone when it was first invented. 

People could actually talk to each 

other long distance by the 1920s and 

30s, and it brought great personal 

and business developments to our 

world. It is still important today. We 

could even say the telephone saved 

the world when the leaders of the 

USA and Russia in the 1970s set up a 

hotline to communicate better so 

they did not end up starting a war 

which could have destroyed the 

world. 

Printing Press 1454 Europe 

 

In 1454 the printing press was 

brought to Europe by Johan 

Gutenberg. This transformed 

learning, education and life. It helped 

to make books more quickly and 

therefore make more books on so 

many different topics. This helped 

people to question old ideas and 

publish new ones which led to more 

learning; even really helping The 

Renaissance to happen. The printing 

press was quicker and cheaper than 

writing books by hand, and it took 

control of education away from the 

Church which had told people what 

to believe even if they were wrong! 

Houses 10-15,000 years ago 

 

People moved out of caves about 10 

to 15,000 years ago and started 

building stone or wood shelters. 

These helped people to feel secure 

and warm and even build 

communities to start societies. Dating 

back to around 3600 BCE, the Knap of 

Howar is the oldest building in the 

world and is most likely the 

oldest house still standing. The Knap 

of Howar consists of two stone-built 

houses that were discovered in the 

1930s when erosion revealed parts of 

the stone walls. The safety and 

comfort brought by homes helped 

people to develop farming – or did 

farming come first – we’ll never 
know? However, the first people to 

live in houses made a big change.  


