
Year 12 student at the Redhill Academy Sixth Form 
 
I decided to enrol at the Redhill Academy Sixth Form as not only is it close to 
where I live and is very convenient, but the academy has consistently 
outstanding performance, with most students passing with the highest grades 
and moving on to prestigious universities – It was my first choice for this very 
reason – the atmosphere of the academy and the high standards they strive for 
appealed to me from the beginning. 
 
I was certain of the career path I wanted before applying. I chose to take 
History (a subject I have and always will have, a keen interest in), Maths and 
Physics. Whilst Maths was not a subject I found to be ‘easy’ at GCSE, my aspiration to become a Weapons and 
Systems Engineer Officer in the Royal Navy, and my appetite for a challenge inspired me to pick it over other 
subjects. Not only this, but I was assured by my new Sixth Form teachers that with hard work I could make 
excellent grades in any field, and so I am now confident in all of my studies. Students who like to be pushed to 
excel and take new challenges in their stride will feel right at home at the Redhill Academy Sixth Form! 
 
The initial jump from GCSE to A-Levels is not as terrible as described, but it is definitely noticeable and if you 
want to succeed you should be ready to manage it. The workload is immediately larger, despite only having 3 
subjects, since they are all more in-depth and the content is more varied. The work itself, whether in class or at 
home, is definitely more demanding, and so review and revision from an early stage is key (your teachers will 
remind you enough!). Even so, those who value their time and use it efficiently should find no problem with 
managing their studies – the end goal is the key to motivating yourself. 
 
It is important to remember that the life of an A-Level student is not always 
structured, hard work – most of the week is actually study periods, in which you 
should make the most of your time, and focus on things you feel less confident in.  
 
The best balance is to have some study time for homework tasks and some personal 
revision, and remember to save some crucial time to relax each day. 
Year 11’s making the jump to post-16 should choose what they love doing – even if 
you aren’t the best at it, if you have a passion and a will to succeed in the subject, you 
will be absolutely fine. Don’t panic, get your head down, and work hard, and you’ll 
have no problems making the best of A-Levels. 
 

 

 

As we approach the critical exam period for Year 11 students it is also important to remember to support 
the students with their plans for Post-16 study next academic year. We spoke to two of our Alumni who 
are currently studying at the Redhill Academy Sixth Form about their Post-16 experiences and future 
aspirations.  



We are creating a database of the educational journeys and careers paths of former Oakwood students.  

We would like to find out what you have left school to go on to do, so that we can share this with our 

current Students, Staff and Parents.  If you are a former student and would like to join our Alumni, 

please visit: www.oakwoodacademy.org.uk/alumni. 

Year 13 student at the Redhill Academy Sixth Form 
 
I chose to go to Redhill Academy Sixth Form because of how close it was to 
Oakwood. I also factored in the reputation they have for their high standards of 
teaching and its amazing Ofsted report. As soon as I had visited the Sixth Form 
Centre, as a Year 11 on open day, I knew that I would be happy there. 

I decided that I wanted to pursue my love of English at A-level so I made the choice 
to study both English Literature and English Language. However, I still needed a 
third subject which was either going to be Sociology or Politics. Sociology was 
proving very popular with the other students so I took a risk and went with Politics 
despite the fact that I did not know anything about our political system! I made the 
right choice because I have a new found love in debating and learning about how 
our great Country is run. 

A-levels are a more complex, in-depth study of the subject. You look into things with a critical eye and learn 
things in a far greater depth than before. You only do three subjects in comparison to the ten at GCSE, but it is 
a lot of work. The 5 lessons you have per subject is not enough time during the week so it also requires you to 
study independently outside of the classroom. This is easy enough when you are committed to your education 
and find learning immensely rewarding. 

You also get to choose from a number of enrichment activities which can vary from cooking to helping 
teachers by providing another set of hands during a lesson with younger students. 

University has always been a dream of mine, enhancing my education and becoming an expert in my field. I 
have applied to five universities to study English and my long term plan is to become a teacher. 

My advice to 11’s making their post 16 choices is to choose subjects that you enjoy 
and are good at. Think of your future and what would you like to do as a career as 
A-levels are the perfect building blocks to achieve this. 
 
Year 11s, try to do your best in your GCSEs and aim high because it will help you 
later on even if you don't know what you want to do.  Try not to stress or worry 
because as long as you put the effort in you will have many options. 
 
For those who don't want to go University, there are other pathways available.  
Look into apprenticeships as many companies value them and it gives you ‘hands 
on’ experience, whilst gaining a qualification too.” 

 

 


