
Ines Pires De Castro –  
Lead Ambassador for Animus 
“I am currently doing an 
apprenticeship with Boots and I 
am based at the head office.  My 
main role is retail supply and I am 
responsible for men's hair 
distribution   I have to make sure 
stock reaches store’s across the 
whole of the UK and Ireland on 
time and with the correct 
quantities.  In addition to my full 
time job, I also attend 
Nottingham Trent University, 
studying my Chartered 
Management degree.   
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Anna Stokes-Singleton – Lead Ambassador for Certus 
“I am currently studying a Joint Honours Degree at the University of 
Nottingham, Spanish with International Media and Communications.   
 
I wanted to take Spanish but wasn’t sure what type of job I wanted 
in the future which is why I chose a Joint Honours.  I’ll be studying 
my degree for 4 years, with one year abroad in a Spanish speaking 
country, I’m really looking forward to that. I’m currently writing an 
essay on Semiotics, which is the study of language and myth, I’m 
finding it interesting but it is hard work.  I have fourteen contact 
hours during the week and do my work every night to keep up to 
date and I make sure I have an essential break on the weekends. 
 
The University of Nottingham is a great place to study and you are 
supported.  I was helped by Student Services when I first started 
with my accommodation payments as I decided to live in.  This has 
helped me become more independent but I do go home now and 
again as I am only 30 minutes away. 
 
I’ve also joined societies, the Kettle 
Society and Culture, Film & Media 
Society.  I take part in student union 
events; we sometimes get discounted 
tickets to sports and music events.  I’ve 
also just passed my driving test and got 
my Gold DofE award.” 
 

Our key principles  and active encouragement of independent thinking, self reliance and social responsibility 
extend to all our students past, present and future.  Once an Oakwood student always an Oakwood student.  
We are extremely proud of all past students and their achievements.  Our Alumni family has shown that they 
are resilient, proud, determined, respectful and reflective learners who have adapted to life and the world 
around them as formidable citizens. 
 
 

 

In this issue, we hear from our Lead Ambassadors from the Class of 2016 about what they are doing now.  



Sam Watts – Lead Ambassador for Robus 
“I am now in my third year of a four-year apprenticeship to become a qualified 
Electrician and its going great!  I am really enjoying the fact that I am learning a good 
trade and being paid at the same time.  Back in year 11, Ms Stokes helped me apply 
for this apprenticeship.  As well as an application, I had to do online tests in Maths, 
English and ICT before I would be considered for any future apprenticeships.  I was 
lucky that I was able to get an apprenticeship locally in Arnold. 
 
In my spare time, I also volunteer as an adult instructor at the army cadets; I’ve just 
passed my theory test and waiting for my driving test date.  I would say to year 11s, 
work hard, do what you need to do to succeed but enjoy your spare time too.” 

 

Sam Watts 

 

Emily – Lead Ambassador for Virtus 
“I’m currently studying History at Oxford University, Wadham College and 
loving it completely. This term I’m studying Anglo-Saxon Britain, something 
I’ve never studied before, and finding it really interesting. The period is made 
more complex to study by the limited number and type of sources available 
for the period. This week I wrote an essay on the Vikings and their socio-
political impact on the British Isles. I also study anthropology as part of my 
Approaches to History paper. This course essentially assesses how other fields 
of study and their approaches to social analysis can aid the study of history. 
One of the best things about studying in Oxford is being taught by the people 
who wrote the books and articles on your reading list. I had a lecture from 
John Blair last week who is a leading expert on Anglo-Saxons.  
 
Outside of academic work I don’t have a huge amount of free time, but I have managed to get onto the 
University seconds swimming team, and am a member of the Oxford Union which means I get to go to 
debates and see great people speak. In previous weeks Russell Brand, Tony Abbot, Jo Malone and Paul 
Smith (who is of particular relevance to Nottingham!) among many other incredible political figures have 
spoken.  
 
I spent a long time sharing my experiences at Big Wood and then Oakwood with my roommate Sofía and 

even conducted a Google maps tour. Oxford University can seem a world away from life in Nottingham, 

it’s a new city and a new life style – nevertheless I’d urge anyone who’s thinking of applying to do so and 

not be put off by any presumptions you have about Oxford. All they’re looking for, is intelligence and 

above all total enthusiasm.” 

 

Emily 

 

We are creating a database of the educational journeys and careers paths of former Oakwood students.  We 

would like to find out what you have left school to go on to do, so that we can share this with our current 

Students, Staff and Parents.  If you are a former student and would like to join our Alumni, please visit: 

www.oakwoodacademy.org.uk/alumni. 

www.oakwoodacademy.org.uk/alumni 


