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How did the government recruit soldiers in WW1? 

Carrying on our study of the First World War… today’s focus is all about recruitment. 
When the war began, England needed volunteers, because the army was very small. 

Task 1: Have a look at Sources A and B. Below each image, make a list of what you 
can see, and what it might tell us about recruitment for WW1.  
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What can you see in the 
source?

In the source I can see a large line of men volunteering to be 
recruited as soldiers. These men all  seem to be dressed very 
similar / quite smartly dressed. Along with this they seem to be 
very exited this leads me to think they aren’t quite sur what they 
are signing them selves up for , or are all just ‘putting a brave face 
on’.

What can this tell us 
about recruitment of
soldiers in WW1?

This source tells me that it was quite a popular thing that pretty 
much all men wanted to do I cam infer this due to the amount of 
people and the huge smiles on their faces. However I don’t feel 
they would be smiling if they were going to war as its not 
necessarily fun , so this makes me think that being a soldier was 
very much glorified to make people want to join.



Task 1: Have a look at Sources A and B. Below each image, make a list of what you 
can see, and what it might tell us about recruitment for WW1.  
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What can you see in 
the source?

In this source I can clearly see a group of me taking an oath/ 
promise to their king that they will not stop protecting  and 
fighting for their country. 

What can this tell us 
about recruitment of
soldiers in WW1?

This source shows me that this part of the recruitment in 
WW1 is taken very seriously by all volunteers and former 
soldiers.



Task 2: Read through sources C and D. What is the main message of the sources?
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What is the main 
message of the source?

The main message of this source is to remind people of what 
they are fighting for and to thank people in the war for what 
they have done and encouraging them to carry on with what 
they are doing.
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Task 3: Complete the questions below to analyse the sources further… 

1. Why do you think so many men 
volunteered to fight in the First World 
War?

I think so many men volunteered to fight 
in the first world war as they thought that 
being a soldier make you a ‘proper’ man 
and also being a soldier and fighting in the 
war was much glorified than in real life.

2. Does Source C suggest the war is going 
on successfully, or not very successfully? 
How do you know?

Source C suggest the war is going very 
successfully , I know this as he 
congratulates the soldiers on doing such a 
‘magnificent’ job, and to keep it up for 
their country.

3. What phrases does the journalist use in 
Source D which emphasises the patriotism 
of the Bateman family? 

The journalist uses phrases such as ‘’ 
Hammersmith is nobly setting an example 
of patriotism’’ which emphasises the 
patriotism of the Bateman family.

4. Challenge – why do you think the West 
London Observer was printing articles 
such a Source D? 

I think The London Observer was printing 
article such as source D , to let  people 
know what is going on in their country 
such as news  like source D.

Task 2: Read through sources C and D. What is the main message of the sources?

What is the main 
message of the source?

The main message of this source is that the king wanted to 
thank Mr H.E.G. Bateman for sending five of his sons out to 
war four in France and one in India.


